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Abstract

The Transgender Act of 2018 in Pakistan marks a significant legal milestone aimed
at protecting the rights of transgender individuals. The act provides legal
recognition for transgender individuals based on their self-perceived gender
identity. It aims to facilitate access to education, healthcare, and employment
opportunities for transgender individuals. Transgender people can obtain legal
documents that reflect their self-perceived gender identity. While the Transgender
Act has provided some legal rights but numerous Shariah and social issues remain
unresolved.its implementation has revealed various Shariah and social
challenges.this article discusses the social and religious aspects of this act.
Keywords: milestone, transgender, Shariah, social challenges, various
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“A person whose gender identity differs from the sex the
person had or was identified as having at birth
especially of relating to, or being a person whose gender
identity is opposite the sex the person had or was
identified as having at birth.”?
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Gender identity refers to a person’s experience of their
own gender. Transgender people have a gender identity
that is different from the sex that they were assigned at
birth. A transgender or trans person may identify as a
man, woman, transman, transwoman, as a non-binary
person, and with other terms such as hijra, third gender,
two-spirit, travesti, fa’afafine, genderqueer, transpinoy,
muxe, waria and meti. Gender identity is different from
sexual orientation. Trans people may have any sexual
orientation, including heterosexual, homosexual,
bisexual and asexual”
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a transgender man ,transgender woman

,khawjasira or any person whose gender identity
or gender expression differs from the social

(13

! Dictionary of terms, by Rober hood, London, 1987, P67
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norms and cultural expectation based on the sex
they were assigned at the time of their birth.”?
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INTERSEX / SEX CHARACTERISTICS:

“Intersex people are born with physical or biological sex
characteristics, such as sexual anatomy, reproductive

organs, hormonal patterns and/or chromosomal

patterns, which do not fit the typical definitions of male

or female. These characteristics may be apparent at birth

or emerge later in life, often at puberty. Intersex people

can have any sexual orientation and gender identity.”?

e FEUs ST piLas gt R ed § K1
Definition of intersex/hermaphrodite:
The condition (such as that occurring in congenital
adrenal hyperplasia or androgen insensitivity
syndrome) of either having both male and female
gonadal tissue in one individual or of having the gonads
of one sex and external genitalia that is of the other sex

or is ambiguous”. *
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2, TRANSGERNDER ACT 2018 INC THE GAZZATTE OF PAKISTAN EXTRA MAY 24 2018, P:275
3, Oxford English Dictionary, P:345
4. Veriam webstr English Dictionary, P:289
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“A transgender person shall have a right to be

recognized as per his or her self perceived gender
identity as such, in accord with the provision of this

Act.”®
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& .Transgender Act 2018 Section 3
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“A Transgender person shall have a right to be
recognized as per his or her self perceived gender
identity , as such in accordance with the provision of
this Act.”®
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“No transgender person shall be denied access to public
places , places of entertainment or places intended for
religious purpose solely on the basis of his sex , gender
identity or gender expression.”
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