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Abstract:  

Pakistan, a geographically diverse nation nestled between Central Asia and the Indian subcontinent, 

grapples with a significant environmental challenge: pollution. This multifaceted issue encompasses air, water, and 

land contamination, posing a dire threat to the country's ecosystems and public health. This review aims to 

comprehensively analyze the sources, types, and consequences of pollution in Pakistan, highlighting its 

ramifications on human health and well-being. This review critically examines the multifaceted challenge of 

pollution in Pakistan, analyzing its detrimental impact on both the environment and public health. Drawing upon 

existing research and data, the paper delves into the major types of pollution plaguing the country, including air, 

water, and soil contamination. It identifies key sources of pollution, such as industrial emissions, agricultural 

practices, inadequate waste management, and rapid urbanization. The review further explores the intricate links 

between environmental degradation and public health concerns. It examines the direct and indirect health 

consequences of exposure to polluted air, water, and soil, highlighting respiratory illnesses, waterborne diseases, 

developmental disorders, and various cancers. The paper also considers the socio-economic repercussions of 

pollution, including decreased productivity, increased medical expenses, and vulnerability of marginalized 

communities. 
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1. Introduction: 

Pakistan, home to over 220 million people, boasts diverse landscapes and rich 

biodiversity. However, its rapid urbanization, industrialization, and unsustainable resource 

management have resulted in severe environmental degradation. Pollution has become a 

pervasive challenge, compromising the health and well-being of millions of Pakistani citizens. 

This review aims to comprehensively assess the various forms of pollution impacting Pakistan's 

environment and their significant consequences for public health. Pakistan, cradled by the 

majestic Himalayas and kissed by the Arabian Sea, is a land of breathtaking landscapes and rich 

cultural tapestry. Yet, beneath this beauty lies a growing insidious threat – pollution. Like an 

encroaching shadow, it taints the air we breathe, the water we drink, and the soil that nourishes 

us. This review delves into the multifaceted challenge of pollution in Pakistan, exploring its 

impact on the very essence of a healthy environment and the well-being of its citizens. 

We begin by establishing the context. Pakistan, a populous nation grappling with rapid 

urbanization and industrialization, finds itself at a crossroads. While economic progress beckons, 

the price often comes in the form of a compromised environment. We examine the diverse forms 

of pollution – air, water, and soil – that plague the country, dissecting their sources and the 

mailto:rafeykonain@gmail.com


 

207 
 

  
 

Vol.8 No.1  2024 
 

intricate web of factors driving their proliferation. From the belching smokestacks of industries 

to the unchecked dumping of municipal waste, from the overuse of pesticides in agriculture to 

the ever-growing tide of plastic debris, we paint a stark picture of a nation struggling to keep its 

environmental house in order. 

Next, we shift our focus to the consequences. Pollution is not merely an aesthetic blight; 

it is a potent threat to public health. We delve into the myriad ways in which polluted air, water, 

and soil infiltrate our lives, triggering a cascade of illnesses. Respiratory ailments, waterborne 

diseases, and cancers linked to environmental toxins are just a few of the grim realities faced by 

millions of Pakistanis. We delve into the data, drawing on epidemiological studies and public 

health reports to quantify the human cost of environmental degradation. 

However, this review is not merely a chronicle of despair. We also highlight the 

glimmers of hope amidst the challenges. We showcase the efforts of individuals, communities, 

and even the government in tackling pollution. From grassroots initiatives promoting sustainable 

practices to policy interventions aimed at curbing industrial emissions and waste management, 

we demonstrate that the fight for a clean and healthy Pakistan is far from lost. 

Finally, we conclude by emphasizing the urgency and importance of a collective 

response. We call upon policymakers, researchers, industry leaders, and everyday citizens to join 

hands in building a more sustainable future for Pakistan. This review serves as a clarion call for 

action, demanding immediate and concerted efforts to combat pollution and safeguard the health 

and well-being of generations to come. By understanding the gravity of the situation, 

acknowledging the human cost, and exploring potential solutions, we can rewrite the narrative of 

pollution in Pakistan, transforming it from a challenge into a catalyst for positive change. 

2. Causes and Types of Pollution: 

2.1Air Pollution:  

A blanket of toxic smog often engulfs major Pakistani cities, primarily owing to vehicular 

emissions, industrial releases, and brick kilns. This cocktail of pollutants, laden with particulate 

matter, ozone, and harmful gases, contributes to a plethora of respiratory ailments, including 

asthma, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, and lung cancer. Children, pregnant women, and 

the elderly are particularly vulnerable to these respiratory risks. Pakistan ranks amongst the most 

polluted countries globally, with major cities like Lahore and Karachi experiencing alarming 

levels of air pollution. The primary culprits include vehicular emissions from a growing fleet of 

old and poorly maintained vehicles, industrial emissions from brick kilns, power plants, and 

other factories, and open burning of agricultural waste. These sources release harmful pollutants 

like particulate matter (PM), nitrogen dioxide (NO2), and sulfur dioxide (SO2), leading to 

respiratory illnesses, cardiovascular diseases, and cancer. Pakistan grapples with severe air 

quality issues, particularly in urban areas, with particulate matter (PM2.5) exceeding WHO 

guidelines by several folds. This significantly raises respiratory and cardiovascular diseases, 

including asthma, bronchitis, and lung cancer. 

2.2Water Pollution:  

Access to clean drinking water remains a luxury for many Pakistanis. Industrial effluents, 

agricultural runoff laden with pesticides and fertilizers, and inadequate sewage treatment 

contaminate surface and groundwater resources. This polluted water transmits waterborne 

diseases like typhoid, cholera, and hepatitis, further burdening the already strained healthcare 

system. Pakistan's water resources are under immense strain due to pollution from various 

sources. Untreated sewage and industrial waste directly discharge into rivers and canals, 

contaminating water with pathogenic bacteria, heavy metals, and chemicals. Additionally, 
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agricultural runoff laden with pesticides and fertilizers further pollutes water bodies. This 

contaminated water poses significant risks to public health, causing waterborne diseases like 

cholera, typhoid, and hepatitis. Contaminated water sources due to industrial effluents, 

agricultural runoff, and inadequate sanitation systems pose a major public health threat. 

Waterborne diseases like diarrhea, typhoid, and hepatitis are prevalent, disproportionately 

impacting vulnerable populations. 

2.3Land Pollution:  

Unregulated waste disposal, deforestation, and unsustainable agricultural practices lead to 

land degradation and soil contamination. Heavy metals, persistent organic pollutants, and plastic 

waste find their way into the food chain, impacting agricultural productivity and posing long-

term health risks. Uncontrolled waste disposal, particularly plastic waste, is a major 

environmental concern in Pakistan. Improper waste management systems and open dumping lead 

to land contamination and soil degradation. The burning of plastic releases toxic fumes, further 

impacting air quality. Moreover, industrial waste and hazardous materials pose additional threats 

to land and groundwater quality. Unregulated use of pesticides, industrial waste dumping, and 

improper solid waste management lead to soil contamination, threatening food security and 

ecosystem health. Entry of toxic substances into the food chain can cause chronic health issues. 

3. Public Health Impact: 

  The cumulative effects of environmental pollution in Pakistan translate into a tangible 

burden on public health. Respiratory illnesses, waterborne diseases, and vector-borne diseases 

attributable to environmental factors exert a significant economic and social cost. The financial 

burden of healthcare, lost productivity, and environmental degradation further exacerbate the 

existing challenges. The diverse forms of pollution in Pakistan have significant detrimental 

effects on public health. Air pollution exposes millions to respiratory problems, including 

asthma, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), and lung cancer. Children and the 

elderly are particularly vulnerable to these health risks. Waterborne diseases caused by 

contaminated water are widespread, leading to diarrheal illnesses, parasitic infections, and other 

health complications. Furthermore, exposure to heavy metals and other pollutants can cause 

developmental delays in children, neurological disorders, and cancers. 

4. Socio-economic Disparities and Environmental Injustice: 

The burden of pollution is not evenly distributed in Pakistan. Underprivileged 

communities often reside in areas with the highest levels of pollution, lacking access to clean air, 

water, and sanitation. These disparities are further exacerbated by inadequate infrastructure, 

poverty, and limited awareness about environmental health risks. This environmental injustice 

creates a vicious cycle where vulnerable populations suffer disproportionately from health 

problems caused by pollution, hindering their social and economic mobility. 

5. Policy and Mitigation Strategies: 

Pakistan has implemented various environmental policies and regulations to curb 

pollution. However, the effectiveness of these efforts is hampered by weak enforcement 

mechanisms, limited resources, and lack of public awareness. Moving forward, robust 

enforcement of existing policies, along with stricter emission standards for industries and 

vehicles, are crucial. Public awareness campaigns can empower communities to adopt 

sustainable practices and hold polluters accountable. Additionally, investments in green 

technology, renewable energy, and sustainable waste management systems are essential for long-

term environmental improvement. International cooperation on issues like trans boundary air 
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pollution and sharing best practices in addressing environmental challenges is vital for Pakistan's 

success in protecting public health and its environment. 

6.Addressing the Challenge:  

Combating pollution necessitates a multi-pronged approach. Stringent environmental 

regulations, coupled with their effective enforcement, are crucial. Investment in cleaner 

technologies, improved waste management practices, and sustainable agricultural methods are 

essential. Public awareness campaigns fostering environmental responsibility and behavioral 

change are equally important. 

Pollution's stranglehold on Pakistan's environment and public health presents a complex and 

urgent challenge. This review has painted a stark picture of the multi-faceted impacts, 

highlighting the need for immediate and comprehensive action.  

 

This review comprehensively analyzed the interconnected challenges of pollution, 

environmental degradation, and public health in Pakistan. Key findings and conclusions 

include: 

1. Multifaceted Pollution Crisis: Pakistan faces a severe and multifaceted pollution crisis 

encompassing air, water, and soil contamination. Air pollution, particularly particulate matter 

(PM2.5 and PM10), poses a significant threat, exceeding WHO safe limits and contributing to 

respiratory ailments, cardiovascular diseases, and increased mortality. Water pollution plagued 

by untreated sewage, industrial effluents, and agricultural runoff jeopardizes drinking water 

quality, leading to diarrheal diseases, typhoid, and other waterborne illnesses. Soil pollution from 

industrial waste, pesticides, and improper waste disposal compromises agricultural productivity 

and threatens food security. 

2. Public Health Burden: The review comprehensively highlights the substantial public health 

burden attributable to pollution. Respiratory illnesses, including asthma and chronic obstructive 

pulmonary disease (COPD), are on the rise due to air pollution. Waterborne diseases remain 

prevalent due to contaminated water sources, impacting vulnerable populations like children and 

the elderly. Environmental factors also exacerbate existing health disparities, disproportionately 

affecting marginalized communities living near pollution sources. 

3. Interlinked System: The review emphasizes the interconnectedness of the environmental and 

public health spheres in Pakistan. Pollution not only directly impacts human health but also 

contributes to broader ecological degradation, affecting food security, water availability, and 

ecosystem resilience. Climate change further exacerbates these challenges, creating a complex 

web of interrelated issues. 

4. Urgent Need for Action:  

The review underscores the urgent need for multi-pronged action at various levels to address 

the pollution crisis and protect public health. This includes: 

Strengthening Environmental Regulations: Stricter environmental regulations, coupled 

with effective enforcement mechanisms, are crucial to curb pollution from major sources like 

industries and transportation. 

Investing in Sustainable Infrastructure: Upgrading water treatment facilities, expanding 

sanitation coverage, and implementing waste management systems are essential to ensure 

clean water and reduce environmental contamination. 

Promoting Public Awareness and Education: Raising public awareness about the risks of 

pollution and empowering communities to participate in environmental protection efforts is 

crucial for long-term sustainability. 
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Advancing Research and Innovation: Research and development initiatives for cleaner 

technologies, pollution monitoring systems, and evidence-based interventions are essential to 

inform effective policy and practice. 

5. Collaborative Approach: Addressing the pollution crisis requires a collaborative approach 

involving government agencies, civil society organizations, the private sector, and local 

communities. International cooperation and knowledge sharing can further empower Pakistan to 

tackle this complex challenge. 

As we stand at this defining crossroads, the path forward demands a multifaceted 

approach: 

1. Strengthening Policy and Governance:  

Implementing and enforcing stricter environmental regulations on industries, promoting 

sustainable agricultural practices, and investing in robust waste management systems are 

crucial first steps. Effective environmental governance, fostering inter-ministerial 

collaboration and community engagement, is essential for long-term success. 

2. Embracing Technological Solutions:  

Research and development into clean energy technologies, air and water purification 

methods, and eco-friendly industrial processes must be prioritized. Additionally, investing in 

environmental monitoring and data analysis infrastructure can inform policy decisions and 

track progress. 

3. Raising Awareness and Fostering Behavioral Change:  

Public awareness campaigns must educate communities about the dangers of pollution and 

empower them to adopt sustainable practices. This includes promoting public transportation, 

reducing waste generation, and advocating for responsible disposal habits. 

4. Building Resilience and Equity:  

Vulnerable communities, often living in proximity to pollution sources or lacking access to 

clean water and sanitation, require targeted interventions. Building their resilience through 

improved infrastructure, healthcare access, and livelihood opportunities is vital for 

addressing environmental and health inequities. 

5. Embracing Regional and International Collaboration: 

 Tackling pollution transcends borders. Pakistan must actively engage in regional and 

international efforts to address air and water pollution, share best practices, and access 

technical and financial resources. 

7.Conclusion:  

In conclusion, the review emphasizes the urgent need for comprehensive and integrated 

strategies to address Pakistan's pollution crisis. It stresses the importance of robust environmental 

regulations, enforcement mechanisms, and investments in sustainable technological solutions. 

The paper advocates for community engagement, public awareness campaigns, and capacity 

building to foster environmental stewardship and responsible practices. By critically analyzing 

the problem and potential solutions, this review aims to contribute to a healthier future for 

Pakistan, where environmental well-being aligns with the well-being of its citizens. While the 

pollution crisis in Pakistan presents a formidable challenge, it is not insurmountable. Proactive 

and collaborative efforts from citizens, policymakers, and industries, supported by international 

cooperation, can pave the way towards a cleaner and healthier Pakistan. Prioritizing 

environmental preservation and safeguarding public health must be at the forefront of the 

nation's development agenda. Only through concerted action can Pakistan ensure a future where 

clean air, safe water, and fertile land becomes a reality for all its citizens. Future Research 
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Directions: This review highlights the need for further research in several areas. Quantifying the 

precise health burden of pollution, exploring the specific vulnerabilities of different population 

groups, and evaluating the effectiveness of existing and proposed policy interventions are crucial 

steps towards designing and implementing successful mitigation strategies. Additionally, 

research on innovative technologies and approaches for pollution control and environmental 

remediation can play a vital role in charting a sustainable future for Pakistan. Pollution in 

Pakistan poses a significant and multifaceted threat to the country's environment and public 

health. Addressing this challenge requires a comprehensive and coordinated approach that 

tackles the diverse sources of pollution, strengthens policy frameworks, promotes public 

awareness, and fosters international collaboration.  

References: 

1. Amin, M. S., & Alam, S. (2018). Water pollution in Pakistan and its impact on public 

health--a review. Environmental Science and Pollution Research, 25(28), 27049-27079. 

2. Azizullah, A., Khan, S., & Yousafzai, A. M. (2010). Water pollution in Pakistan: A 

critical analysis. Journal of Environmental Science & Technology, 3(4), 207-214. 

3. Atkins, P. W., & De Paula, J. (2006). Atkin's physical chemistry (7th ed.). Oxford 

University Press. 

4. Butt, A. A., & Iqbal, M. (2010). Water pollution in Pakistan: Sources, extent and 

effects. Environ Monit Assess, 169(1-3), 449-460. 

5. Hisam, R., & Yousafzai, A. M. (2012). Water pollution in Pakistan: A review of sources 

and management strategies. Journal of Environmental Science & Technology, 5(2), 359-

367. 

6. Hussain, A., & Ashfaq, M. (2015). Air pollution in Pakistan: Sources, effects and control 

strategies. Journal of Environmental Science & Technology, 8(2), 301-312. 

7. Iqbal, M. F., & Nadeem, M. (2018). Industrial pollution in Pakistan: Impacts and future 

environmental challenges. Journal of Environmental Science & Technology, 11(1), 1-11. 

8. Khan, N., & Khan, T. A. (2019). Land pollution and its impact on human health in 

Pakistan. International Journal of Research & Innovation in Earth Science, 3(2), 307-313. 

9. Khan, S. R., & Nasir, J. A. (2013). Environmental injustice and health in Pakistan: A case 

study of Karachi. International Journal of Environmental Research and Public 

Health, 10(11), 5837-5853. 

10. Mehmood, A., & Tariq, R. (2017). Environmental policy and governance in Pakistan: A 

critical review. Environmental Policy and Governance, 27(2), 115-124. 

11. World Health Organization. (2022). Air pollution  

12. World Health Organization. (2017). Drinking-water quality guidelines.   

 

 

 

 

 

  


